
SELECT BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 – 5:00 PM 
1 Grove Street, Peterborough, New Hampshire  

 
 
New Business 
 
2020 Town Meeting 

• Protest Petition 
• Update on Preparation 

 
Report Out on Racial Justice and Policing – July 7, 2020 at 6:30pm 
 
Old Business 
Review and Approval of Minutes of June 16, 2020 
 
Other Business 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Correspondence: 
Steve Dreher to Select Board re: Broadband; Bill Taylor response 7/1/20 
 
Building Permits: 
BP20-69; 327 Jaffrey Road; Steele; Electrical 
BP20-71; 92 Grove Street; Cutter; Deck 
BP20-72; 75 Hunt Road; Bolt; Garage 
BP20-73; 169 Bogle Road; Boyle; Porch 
BP20-74 U019-024-000 Mon. Cong. Church 120 Wilton Road – Electrical 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 



 
 

MEMO 
 
 
To:  Select Board 
From: Nicole MacStay   
Date: July 2, 2020 
RE: 2020 Petition Zoning Amendment #1 and Protest Petition  
 
 
On February 5, 2020 the Town of Peterborough received a petition for an amendment to zoning 
ordinance requiring that a zoning amendment be added to Article Two of the 2020 Town Meeting 
Warrant.  The intent of this amendment was to repeal Section 245-15.3 Traditional Neighborhood 
Overlay Zone I (hereafter TNOZ I) in its entirety.  This petition was submitted to the Supervisors of the 
Checklist, who ensured that those persons who signed the petition were registered voters in the Town of 
Peterborough.  After the Planning Board Public Hearing process was completed, the petition amendment 
was moved to the 2020 Town Meeting Warrant where it is listed under Article 2 – Zoning Amendment as 
Zoning Amendment 1.   
 
On June 30, 2020 the Administration Office on behalf of the Select Board received a Protest Petition 
against Zoning Amendment 1.  These protest petitions were submitted pursuant to RSA 675:5 (attached 
to this release).  If valid, the protest petition would require that for Zoning Amendment 1 to take effect, a 
favorable vote by two-thirds of the voters at the ballot session would be required, not just a simple 
majority of fifty percent plus one vote.  RSA 675:5 II (b) allows protest petitions to be submitted to the 
Select Board at least seven days prior to the Town Meeting; the Ballot Session of Town Meeting when 
Zoning Amendment 1 is to be voted on is scheduled for July 14, 2020. 
 
RSA 675:5, I provides: 

I. “Zoning regulations, restrictions and boundaries may from time to time be amended or 
repealed. 

I-a. A favorable vote of 2/3 of all the members of the legislative body present and voting shall be 
required to act upon any amendment or repeal in the case of a protest against such zoning change signed 
by either: 

(a) The owners of 20 percent of the area of the lots included in such proposed change; 
or 

(b) The owners of 20 percent of the area within 100 feet immediately adjacent to the area 
affected by the change or across a street from such area. 

I-b. Paragraph I-a shall apply only to amendments which alter the boundary locations separating 
previously defined zoning districts, or to amendments which alter the regulations or restrictions of an area 
not larger than 1/3 of the land area within the municipality. 
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I-c. The area of streets, commons, or land owned by a governmental entity shall not be included in 
any calculation under this section.” 
The New Hampshire Supreme Court in the case Handley v. Town of Hooksett, 147 N.H. 184 (2001) has 
ruled that the legislature has not seen fit to require a municipality to determine the validity of a protest 
petition prior to voting.  The Court notes that, “Towns are faced with the difficult task of compiling tax 
and other records necessary to calculate the acreage represented by the signatures to a protest petition.   
However, whether a town completes the arduous task of calculating acreage prior to voting has no effect 
upon whether voters were properly satisfied or whether the petition was timely submitted.” 
 
Many of the properties in question are owned by entities such as LLCs, LPs and trusts.  Given the limited 
amount of time available to verify ownership, staff decided it would be prudent to assume that the signers 
of the petition were in fact persons authorized to sign on behalf of those entities.  RSA 675:5 allows the 
Select Board to identify the owners as interested or affected properties but does not require that they 
verify ownership or authority before acting on the protest petition.   
 
Town staff has begun the process of verifying ownership or authority and calculating acreage, but it is 
unlikely that process will be completed before the Select Board’s meeting on July 7, 2020.  I recommend 
that the Select Board proceed to announce the receipt of the protest petition and sign the RSA 675:5 
notice for posting at the Community Center for the duration of voting on July 14, 2020, to be worded as 
follows: 
 
“You are hereby notified that, pursuant to RSA 675:5 a signed protest petition against Zoning 
Amendment 1 was submitted to the Select Board on June 30, 2020.  A favorable vote of 2/3 of all the 
members of the legislative body present and voting shall be required to adopt Zoning Amendment 1.” 
 



Press Release 
For Immediate Release 
June 30, 2020 
Contact:  Karen Hatcher, Community and Economic Development Coordinator 
603-924-8000 
 

Peterborough Announces Report Out on Racial Justice and Policing 

The Town of Peterborough will host an online community meeting on Tuesday, July 7th at 
6:30pm to report on its progress on plans to address issues raised during the Community 
Listening Session on Racial Justice and Policing, held on June 23rd.  All are invited to join the 
Report Out session, which will be held via Zoom.com, Meeting ID: 886 5402 6609, Password: 
616787.  To join by phone: 301-715-8592. The meeting will also be live on Facebook and live-
streamed from the Town’s website U-Stream link.  To send comments or 
questions:  community@peterboroughnh.gov 

### 
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MINUTES 
SELECT BOARD 

TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 
Tuesday, June 16th, 2020 – 5:00 PM 

1 Grove Street, Peterborough, New Hampshire 
 

Present: Tyler Ward, Karen Hatcher, Bill Taylor 
Also Present: Rodney Bartlett, Nicole MacStay, Ed Walker, Alison Kreutz 
      
 
Chair Ward opened the meeting, conducted via Zoom web conference, at 5:00 PM. The meeting was 
broadcast live on USTREAM, Facebook Live, and Channel 22 (Comcast).  
 
Mr. Bartlett shared that, since last week, a plan has been drafted in coordination with the Office of 
Community Development, Police Chief Scott Guinard and Fire Chief Ed Walker to begin to address the 
community concerns and questions raised during last week’s meeting. Also, requests for public records are 
being processed. The plan will be finalized and presented next Tuesday, June 23rd, for review and to consider 
adoption by the Select Board. 
 
COVID-19 Update, Community Reopening & Personal Protection 
Cynthia McGuire, President of Monadnock Community Hospital; Laura Gingras, Vice President of Monadnock 
Community Hospital; and Chief Ed Walker  
Cynthia McGuire said “it has certainly been a journey” but things are going well, and the community has been 
amazingly supportive. Most services are running at 60-80% pre-COVID-19 volume.   
Patients who are positive or may be positive for COVID-19 are segregated from other patients. Telehealth 
has been very helpful, though there have been mixed reviews. She said MCH hopes to improve their use of 
telemedicine and has applied for grants and funding that could assist in that effort. She recognized that there 
will continue to be people who need be seen in-person, and encouraged residents to reach out to their 
doctors with any concerns: “We want you to know that you’re here for you.”  
Ms. McGuire said MCH is being very cautious, and has adjusted practices and waiting room procedures to 
minimize risk. She said MCH continues to see positive cases, and there has been a recent uptick, which will 
most likely continue to occur as more places continue to reopen, but the hospital is prepared. She said she is 
“impressed and awed” with how quickly staff has made the needed adaptations. She said the staff takes great 
pride in caring for the community. “Thank you all for putting your trust in MCH and thank you for your 
support.” 
 
Mask Up for a Safe Summer Campaign 
Laura Gingras shared that she, Ms. McGuire, Chief Walker, and Administration met last week and will be 
rolling out a jointly-branded campaign to encourage people to follow guidelines and remain safe throughout 
the summer. It will start with Peterborough, with eventual expansion to surrounding communities. The 
Grand Monadnock Rotary Club has organized 2 events to distribute washable, reusable masks to individuals, 
taking place on Friday, July 10th and Saturday, July 11th. Two masks per person in the household will be made 
available. The event will be replicated in Dublin the following weekend. She said she was grateful to the 
Rotary for making this available.  
 
Ms. Hatcher thanked Ms. Gingras and Ms. McGuire for all they are doing for the community.  
 
Via Facebook, Lisa Prince Stone asked if there has been feedback from families who have loved ones who are 
in-patients. Ms. McGuire said the State as instituted a visitor policy as means to protect family members, She 
said iPads and FaceTime have been used to help families connect with loved ones in the hospital. Patients in 
end-of-life situations can have once family member present, as can patients in the birthing suite. She 
continued that staff have been very accommodating at helping patients connect with loved ones using 
technology. 
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Via Facebook, Bill Kennedy asked about testing availability. Ms. McGuire said testing is becoming more 
widely available, and individuals can be tested if they so choose. There are testing sites in Keene and Milford, 
but she noted there is a lot variability between testing establishments. MCH does not currently offer walk-in 
testing as they have a limited amount of supplies. 
 
Chief Walker said we have been fortunate to not have a lot of cases in our community. There are 16 cases in 
Peterborough, six of which are current cases, but 10 of the 16 active cases have been diagnosed in the last 30 
days. Though the increase in confirmed cases may be due in part to increased testing, it also correlates with 
more places opening up. Stay at Home 2.0 has transitioned into Safer at Home. Under new guidelines, 
restaurants are allowed to open at 50% interior capacity. Cloth masks are mandatory for most staff, and there 
is the standing recommendation that public should wear them as well. He emphasized that wearing masks 
helps protect others in the community. “It can help keep us safe in the future.”  
 
Chair Ward said he heard concerns that outdoor seating might disappear if restaurants are opening up. Chief 
Walker said those who filed for the permit could keep outdoor seating through October. For establishments 
that want to continue outdoor seating past that point, Chief Walker said he would refer them to Town 
Planner Danica Melone for Site plan review. 
 
Before leaving, Ms. Gingras again expressed her gratitude for the work of the Rotary Club regarding cloth 
mask distribution. 
 
Vote to Authorize Issuance of Bonds - $3,000,000 Library Project & $1,600,000 Main Street Bridge 
Mr. Bartlett explained there were two bonds that needed to be addressed, for a total of $4.6 million. 
 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to authorize the issuer, the Town of Peterborough, to enter into the loan 
agreement to sell its bonds to the bond bank.  
 
Ms. Hatcher seconded.  
Roll Call Vote: 
Chair Ward: Aye 
Ms. Hatcher: Aye 
Mr. Taylor: Aye 
Vote: All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Motion: Chair Ward make a motion to authorize the issuance of $800,000 Bond Anticipation Notes (the 
“Notes”) of the Issuer, which were heretofore authorized by the Issuer on May 9, 2018 and January 15, 2020 
such Notes to be dated June 18, 2020; 
To sell said Notes to the purchaser (the "Purchaser"), with the principal amounts, maturities, premium, if any, 
redemption provisions, if any, and interest rates specified on Schedule A, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof; 
To issue the Notes in substantially the form set forth in Schedule B, attached hereto and made a part hereof; 
That the Notes shall be general obligations of the Issuer; 
To authorize at least a majority of the Governing Board and the Treasurer to sign the Notes or to have said 
signatures printed electronically or in facsimile on the Notes and to affix the Issuer's seal thereto; 
To authorize the Treasurer to deliver the Notes to the Purchaser against payment therefor; 
To authorize at least a majority of the Governing Board and the Treasurer to execute and deliver a Signature 
and No Litigation Certificate with Receipt, a No Arbitrage and Tax Certificate, a Line of Credit Rider and IRS 
Form 8038-G in substantially the form presented to this meeting and such other documents as may be 
necessary or appropriate to accomplish the sale and delivery of the Notes in accordance with the foregoing; 
and 
That the Issuer shall serve as its own Paying Agent with respect to the Notes. 
 
Mr. Taylor seconded.  
Roll Call Vote: 
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Chair Ward: Aye 
Ms. Hatcher: Aye 
Mr. Taylor: Aye 
Vote: All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Authority for the DOT Grant for the Bus Shelter 
Mr. Bartlett explained that the project was delayed due to COVID-19 complications. The extension would 
take the contract to the end of the year, but needs to be recertified.  
 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to authorize the Town Administrator to execute any documents which 
may be necessary to effectuate this contract. This authority remains valid for thirty (30) days from the date of 
this resolution. The Town Clerk will further certify that it is understood that the State of New Hampshire will 
rely on this certificate as evidence that the Town Clerk currently occupies the position indicated and that they 
have full authority to bind the municipality. 
Vote:  Ms. Hatcher seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Taylor asked how the delay was COVID-19 related. Mr. Bartlett explained that the hemlock timber is 
sourced from west coast, and the sawmill is in Vermont, and between the two there have been a couple 
delays. The hope is that it will be completed within the next couple months, but the extension runs to the end 
of the year to be safe. 
 
Via Facebook, Christopher Maidment asked if the Library has raised the $5.5 million needed in independent 
fundraising. Mr. Bartlett said that the project is about $6.4 million, and between the funds in hand and the $3 
million, there is almost $6.5 million, which is why Harvey Construction has been authorized to begin the 
project, as the contract is within the funds that are available.  
 
Ms. Hatcher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 PM. WHO seconded. All in favor. Motion 
carried.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Alison Kreutz, Department Assistant 
 
 

PETERBOROUGH  
        SELECT BOARD: 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Tyler Ward 
 
          
        ___________________________ 
        Karen Hatcher 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Bill Taylor 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM PENDING LIST 
 
 

1.  
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Nicole MacStay

From: Bill Taylor
Sent: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 4:28 PM
To: Steve Dreher; SelectBoard
Subject: Re: Attn: Bill Taylor - Internet Access in Peterborough

Categories: Select Board

Hi Steve, 
 
We all completely appreciate your concerns and are working hard on addressing the issues from several 
different angles. 
 
Thanks to Danica Melone, our new Town Planner and Karen Hatcher, we have recently submitted Requests 
For Information and Proposals to all qualified internet service providers. The RFI/RFP process will allow us as a 
town to potentially qualify for some Federal Funds from the CARES ACT to address our broadband needs.  
 
On another front, in February I met with a group on the topic. The group consisted of US Senator Maggie 
Hassan, some members of her staff, local town, school and business leaders that are all very interested in 
making things happen. As a result of that meeting the potential of a business partnership between 
Consolidated Communications and WiValley came about. We have discussed at length on several occasions 
the possibility of joining forces to address our needs as quickly and effectively as possible. Your area has been 
brought up specifically as an immediate need and we ALL want to come up with solutions that meet our needs 
immediately as well as in the future. 
 
The fiber optic line that runs through Greenfield Rd has been brought up. I am reaching out to my contact at 
Consolidated Communications to get clarification on what you have heard, from a technician and a company 
representative in regards to that line being designated as commercial. If that is as simple as Peterborough 
giving permission to classify that as residential, consider it in the works. To back up my request for 
clarification, would you kindly provide me with the contact information of the representative that gave you 
that information? 
 
I know that internet has been a massive challenge for many of us of late, myself included, and I can assure you 
that we are collectively doing everything we can to address it as soon as possible.  
 
In the future, you are welcome to email me directly, our policy when the whole board is emailed is that we 
coordinate our response to any emails. If you email me directly I can answer much quicker and if needed 
gather the information needed to reply. 
 
Stay well, 
 
 
 
Bill Taylor 
Selectman 
Town of Peterborough 
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603‐396‐0100 

From: Steve Dreher <sgdreher@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 5:44 PM 
To: SelectBoard <selectboard@peterboroughnh.gov>; Bill Taylor <btaylor@peterboroughnh.gov> 
Subject: Attn: Bill Taylor ‐ Internet Access in Peterborough  
  
Hello Mr. Taylor,   
 
I am writing about broadband internet access in the Peterborough area.  As a resident of Greenfield road, the only 
internet available to my family is DSL through Consolidated Communications.  I have three teenagers in the house and I 
am a teacher.  During the spring quarantine, our internet was completely inadequate.  On a good day, it is able to 
support one Zoom call with video and audio.  That usually meant that one of my kids missed a meeting.  Additionally, I 
did most of my teaching this spring in my car parked outside one of the local elementary schools using their internet.   
 
With the increasing likelihood that at least a part of next school year will involve remote learning, it is urgent that we 
address this deficiency in Peterborough's infrastructure.  I called the town offices and was given your name as someone 
who is working on this issue.  I am writing to inquire about the status of that work and to offer any assistance that I 
might be able to give.   
 
Finally, I was told by a Consolidated repairman that there was fiber optic cable all along Greenfield road (we are near Old 
Bennington Rd.) but that it was classed as 'business' which meant that it couldn't be used by residential 
customers.  According to him, the town could re‐class it as residential.  I am still waiting to hear back if there is, in fact, 
fiber on Old Greenfield Rd., but I did speak with a Consolidated representative who confirmed that if there is, it would 
be up to the town class it as residential in order to make it affordable.   
 
Would you let me know where Peterborough is with the development of town‐wide broadband?  Also, if there is a task‐
force working on it, is it possible to join? 
 
Thank you,  
 
Steve Dreher 
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